summary

The current concept of the world being a mozaic of
geographical culture-areas, each having a number of human
beings constituting the culture-group, sharing in common a
number of culture-traits organically woven into an enduring
culture pattern, and originating, developing and dying as a
unit, is fallacious* Equally fallacious are the concepts that
new culture-traits are invented by groups and diffuse from
group to group, that some traits originate from within the
group and therefore were indigenous to that group and in
consequence acceptable to it, and that other traits developed
without the group and were therefore foreign and unaccept-
able to it, and that new traits shall fit in with the existing
pattern of the group, or be repulsed. There is no foundation
for the theory of cultural determinism. The question of one
culture group imitating, tolerating or resisting the culture of
another group does not arise.

Each culture-trait was invented by someone, some-
where, sometime. It was invented independently of other
traits and is capable of independent diffusion from the one
inventor to the many imitators, and has its own diffusion-
potential. No two culture traits are necessarily co-extensive,
co-terminal or co-eval. If they are, it is a mere coincidence,
and not a correlation. The diffusion-potential varies with
the character of the culture-trait* If it belongs to the
Physical Sciences, which have a maximum of objective
validity, it has a maximum diffusion-potential; if it belongs
to the Fine Arts, which have minimum of objective validity
but a maximum of subjective one, it will have minimum
diffusion-potential; if it belongs to the Social Sciences,
which are betwixt and between the other two in subjective
and objective validity, it will have a medium diffusion-
potential. Whether the potential will be realised or not

,85